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(1893 - 194%) (1893 - 1993)
AMERICAN AMERICAN
PSYCHOLOGIST PSYCHOLOGIST

CAMBRIDGE, MA 1917: WILLIAM HAS BEEN
WORKING ON HIS LATEST PAPER ON THE
8YSTOLIC BLOOD PRESSURE TEST.

You DIDN'T
MENTION ME
IN YOUR LATEST

N
LAm Just THIS I8 THE STORY OF
CONFUSED.

- THE INVENTOR OF THE

POLYGRAPH AND THE
5550 COMICS CHARACTER

Q // WONDER WOMAN.

F——— AND THE WOMAN WHO

CAN TELL WHEN MADE IT POSSIBLE.
SOMEONE I3 LYING.




IT HAPPENS
EVERY TIME WHEN I'M
EXCITED OR ANGRY!

CAMBRIDGE, 1915: TWO YEARS
BEFORE THE INVENTION

MY BLOOD BLOOD
PRESSLRE RISES. PRESSURE... Y ©
T CAN FEEL n’!<

CAN I peTecT
WHEN SOMEONE

THIS PANEL IS FROM A PHOTO TAKEN IN THE 19208.
PICTURED ON THE LEFT: WILLIAM AND ELIZABETH'S LIFE PARTNER, OLIVIA BYRNE.

DID You

SHOWER TODAY?
f=)

THAT'S YOLUR
LIE DETECTOR,
WILLIAM!
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AFTER YEARS COMMERCIALIZING THE POLYGRAPH,
WILLIAM SAW POTENTIAL ELSEWHERE: IN COMIC
BOOKS, WHICH HAD “GREAT EDUCATIONAL POTENTIAL.”

NYC, 1941: ALL-AMERICAN
COMICS PUBLISHING OFFICE.
WILLIAM WAS INVITED TO
SPEAK AFTER HIS WORK.

M.C. GAINES (1894-1947) AMERICAN PUBLISHER
AND PIONEER OF THE MODERN COMIC BOOK.

WE NEED A
BESTSELLER. VIOLENCE
SELLS, WILLIAM.

THE WORLD
DOESN'T NEED

ANOTHER MAN
THAT JUST BRUTE
FORCES HIS WAY
TO VICTORY.

4 BUT WHAT
IF TRUTH WAS
THE POWER?

’ THE
)

NoTt
STRENGTH?

TRUTH I8
BORING!

YOou CAN'T
SELL THAT.




ToP TO BOTTOM:
HE CALLED IT W (1) IST VOLUME PLBLISHED,
THE LASSO OF TRUTH. HOEVER IT | (2) EARLY SKETCHES WITH NOTES BY MARSTON
BOUND COULD | (3) 2ND VOLUME PLBLISHED
NOT LIE. (4) WONDER WOMAN CONFERENCE WITH WILLIAM
(LEFT) AND MC GAINES (RIGHT).
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WHO DIDN’T NEED
TO BEAT THE TRUTH
OUT OF ANYONE.

THE BODY CAN TELL
WHEN SOMEONE IS LYING.

ELIZABETH MADE SLIRE
SOMEONE WROTE IT DOWN.

ALTHOUGH ELIZABETH WAS NEVER CREDITED
FOR HER DISCOVERY OF THE LIE DETECTCR,
SHE 1S NOW WIDELY ACKNOWLEDGED FOR

=/ [~R 3
HER WORK, AND FOR INSPIRING THE T E
CREATION OF WONDER WOMAN. H E N D .
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ORIGINAL CHARACTER DESIGNS
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SPECIAL THANKS
TO ZAYNAB SELIM
FOR SUGGESTING FINAL



AUTHOR'S NOTE

THIS STORY WAS INSPIRED BY HILLARY CHUTE'S
WHY comics: FRom LINDERGROUND TO EVERYWHERE.
ONE SENTENCE SENT ME DOWN A DEEP RABBIT HOLE:

"HE WAS JOINED THAT SAME YEAR BY WONDER WOMAN

(WHOSE INVENTION BY THE HARVARD-EDLICATED

PSYCHOLOGIST WILLIAM MOULTON MARSTON...)".
WHEN WE WERE ASSIGNED TO CREATE A NONFICTION
COMIC, MY TOPIC FELT OBVIOUS FROM THE START.

PHOTO CREDITS:
"WILLIAM MOULTON MARSTON.” LAMBIEK.NET,
WWW.LAMBIEK.NET/ARTISTS/M/MARSTON_WILLIAM-MOULTON.HTM.

PEOPLEKEYS. "WILLIAM MARSTON AND THE LIE DETECTOR.”
BLOG.PEOPLEKEYS.COM, BLOG.PEOPLEKEYS.COM/WILLIAM-MARSTON-LIE-DETECTOR.



